Over the past 2 years, we have heard a lot about the role that provinces are taking to reform the Canadian health care system through the Council of the Federation (CoF). The notion of "pan-Canadianism" in health care, or provinces coordinating efforts in a standardized fashion, has become the new lexicon in health reform debates. Canadians have appeared to just accept that the federal government has removed itself from any health reform effort, and with good reason-through its actions and policies, the Harper government has demonstrated repeatedly that it has little interest in establishing national programs, standards or strategies in the field of health care. But is this right? Should the federal government reestablish itself as a player, even a leader, in health care reform? As CPhA and its partners in the Health Action Lobby (HEAL) begin contemplating the 2015 federal election, this debate is starting to heat up.
There is no question that given historical comparisons, the current federal government has backed away from direct involvement in health care reform and agenda setting. A few recent examples of particular interest to pharmacy illustrate this trend: Some would argue these are welcome developments; that because health care is primarily a provincial responsibility, it is the provinces that should provide leadership on health policy and reform. Others, however, would argue the lack of leadership in the health policy field by the federal government is leading to greater fragmentation of our health care system, and for some issues, only a national government can provide the required leadership and oversight. Poll after poll proves that Canadians rank health care as their top public policy priority, yet there is virtually no debate currently under way over the key question of what role we as Canadians want to see the federal government play in our health system.
As CPhA and our partners in the health care field deliberate on this question, we want to hear from you. What are your views on the role of the federal government in health care? Should they be doing more? If so, what specific roles do you think the federal government should be playing? Share your thoughts with me at jmorrison@pharmacists. ca. Your views will better inform CPhA's efforts as we move ever closer to a 2015 federal election. ■
